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The manufacture of paper and the invention of printing
helped immensely to make the new learning a much more
widespread interest than any previous revival of learning in
any part of the world had ever been. One of the chief
reasons why the splendid scientific work of the Alexandrian
scholars had not produced any marked effect on the people
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as a whole, was that they had no means of
copies of their works, except by the laborious fsrocess of
copying tfiem by hand. Thus, education was necessarily
tfae privilege of a few; nothing like our mcadem popular
education was at all possible. But with printing, and the
consequent cheapening of books, knowledge began to come
within the, reacjj <rf all who wore willing to take the trouble
to Jbara te neadl And the w<rk 01 men Mix Wf ciffc, wb0
urged tfae people m raid the seripttunes for titansehes so
that they need not rely on the interpretations of priests*